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1 Some expressions describe people who are important, or who at least think they are. ( @ ) One such
expression is bigwig. In the seventeenth century, important men in Europe began to wear false hair, called wigs. As
years passed, wigs began to get bigger. ( @ ) The size of a man’s wig depended on how important he was. The
more important he was — or thought he was — the bigger the wig he wore. Some wigs were so large they covered a
man’s shoulders or back. ( (@ ) Today, the expression bigwig is used to make fun of a person who feels important.

People never tell someone he is a bigwig. ( @ )

2 Big wheel is another way to describe an important person. A big wheel may be the head of a company, a political
leader, a famous movie star. They are big wheels because they are powerful. What they do affects many people. Big
wheels give the orders. Other people carry them out.  As in many machines, a big wheel makes the little wheels turn.
Big wheel became a popular expression after World War Two. It probably comes from an expression used for many years

by people who fix parts of cars and trucks. They said a person rolled a big wheel if he was important and had influence.

3 The top of something is the highest part. ~ So it is not surprising that top is part of another expression that describes
an important person.  The expression is top banana. A top banana is the leading person in a comedy show. The funniest
comedian is called the top banana. The next is second banana. Why a banana? A comedy act in earlier days often
included a part where one of the comedians would hit the others over the head with a soft object. The object was shaped
like the yellow fruit: the banana. Top banana still is used mainly in show business. Yet the expression can also be used

to describe the top person in any area.

4 A kingpin is another word for an important person. The expression comes from the game of bowling. The
kingpin is the number one pin. If hit correctly with the bowling ball, the kingpin will make all the other nine pins fall.
And that is the object of the game. So, the most important person in a project or business is the kingpin. If the kingpin
is removed, the business or project is likely to fail. Kingpin is often used to describe an important criminal, or the leader
of a criminal gang. A newspaper may report, for eXample, that police have arrested the suspected kingpin of a car-stealing

operation.
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(A) attach (B) repair (C) pick (D) cook
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(A) expected (B) dangerous (C) suspicious (D) imaginary
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They only use the expression behind his back.
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(A) The phrase “top banana” is only used in show business.

(B) Inacomedy show, the leading person is the “top banana.”
(C) Comedians used to hit each other with an object that looked like a banana.

(D) “Top banana” refers to the funniest comedian.
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(A) bowling (B) machines (C) show business (D) women’s hair
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Last week we asked our readers to complete an online survey about work and jobs.

responded, and we can now reveal the findings.

The most fascinating result was that almost all of you are currently working—in fact, over 89%.
thought, the likelihood of finding employment did not increase with more education.

us were just as likely to have a job as respondents with Master’s degrees.

that they were satisfied with their jobs.

However, job satisfaction, it seems, does not lead to complacency. Over 50% of you, regardless of whether or not you had
a job, said that you had searched for work in the past six months.

for doing a job search, and the most popular reason was “higher pay,” followed by “better work environment” and, thirdly,

“less commuting time.”

When those with jobs were asked how their current job was found, the number one response was “networking,” while

“ConnektIn.com” claimed the second spot, and “classifieds” actually came in fifth.

work no longer apply in today’s job market.

For the complete results of this survey, click here.
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Where would this article be found?
a personal website (C) a print newspaper

a science journal (D) an online magazine

What was most surprising about the survey respondents?
The more highly educated had more work.

Many had Master’s degrees.

A majority are employed.

High school graduates were more likely to have jobs.

Who said that they had done a job hunt in the last six months?
half of the people surveyed

high school graduates

only the unemployed

people unsatisfied with their job

What was one reason NOT mentioned for job hunting?
nicer office atmosphere

get more education

higher salary

less travel time

According to the article, how did most people find jobs?
updating résumé

contacting friends and associates on line

going to a job placement office

spending more money on computers

FRZ T

Surprisingly, over 1,000 of you

High school graduates who contacted

Not only that, but 95% of people working said

Our survey also had a question regarding the reasons

It seems traditional methods of finding

Contrary to popular
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(1) The café around the corner has lunch specials.  We should try .
(A) it ’ (C) they
(B) our (D) wus

(2) The in stock prices has been incredible, bringing us our most impressive quarter yet.
(A) decrease (C). promotion ‘

(B) increase (D) quality

(3) The commercial says the medicine is safe, the fine print lists some unpleasant side effects.
(A) also (C) but
(B) because (D) or

(4) For this application, I’ll need your husband’s as well.
(A) sign (C) tosign
(B) signature (D)  will sign

(5) TI’ve never seen movies starring Lala Galore, but I've heard she was very popular in her time.
(A) any (C) much
B) few (D) some

(6) Put the memos there, please. There isn’t time to deal with them right now.
(A) at (C) here
(B) about (D) over

(7) The electric was only $20 this month. That’s much lower than last month.
(A) bill (C) socket
(B) receipt (D) utility

(8) To join the salsa dance club, just at the community center by Friday.
(A) play (C) signup
(B) show (D) write

(9) Juan was overjoyed about the birth of his first grandchild.
(A) has heard (C) to hear
(B) heard (D) was hearing

(10) If you are not listening to it, please the radio to save power.
(A) putoff (C) turnon

(B) turn off (D) turnup
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We l:] these D at the C’ by [:l I:j
[ court / documents / file / five / must / o’clock |
(A) court (C) file
(B) documents (D) must
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If !:I one B of [:], l:__:] get - to the [:]

[ can/ event/ food / free entrance / you bring / you will |

(A) can (C) food

(B) event (D) free entrance
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The |:} - to D these ]::J I:I for the D
[ best results / directions / every morning / say / take / vitamins ]

(A) Dbestresults (C) say
(B) directions (D) take
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They D the D - to the X and ’_—! is D I was late.
[ car accident / closed / due / road / that / why]
(A) closed (C) road
(B) due (D) why
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Remember (__—l your [:I every [ , | | 1 25 —l the computer l:l

[ case / crashes / five minutes / in / to save / work |

(A) case (C) i

(B) crashes (D) tosave
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