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English for Academic Purposes: Upper Intermediate
Michael Riley and Shin Hashimoto (WLC; Compiled by Lary

MacDonald)
5. English for Academic Purposes: Upper

Intermediate

Speaking Assessments
Fluency and Coherence
Lexical Resource

Grammatical Range

LOs
LOs
Fluency and coherence Speaking Activities Overall, results from pre-
e Demonstrate initiative e Information Gap and post-speaking
e sustain and close basic e Interviews assessments revealed an
communicative tasks e Discussions improvement .6 points on

Xiv



willingness to participate
generally understands
question

able to ask for clarification
generally understood by
interlocutor

demonstrated emerging
command of
communicative
competence

uses circumlocution and
rephrasing

repetition and pauses may
occur but do not interfere

with comprehension

Student can demonstrate some of

the following skills

Giving Opinions
Agreeing/Disagreeing
Discussing
advantages/disadvantages
Making suggestions

Giving answers

Debates
Presentations
Role Play
Pair Work

Planning

Pronunciation

Word stress

-ed endings

Listening Activities

Conversations
Interviews
Lectures

Debates

the 10-point scale, from
4.0 to 4.6. In the category
of fluency and coherence,
students improved from
pre-test 4.1 to post-test
4.8.

In the context of fluency
and coherence, students

at this level demonstrate

an ability to
e Maintain face
to face

communication
e Use simple
sentential
responses with
some extension

when prompted

e Although
mistake arise,
can be

understood by
sympathetic
interlocutor
through
rephrasing
e Some
interference of
L1 can occur
e Pauses can
occur  causing
but usually
overcome

quickly
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Lexical Resource:

e general

concrete topics

e emerging

abstract ideas

e  Adjective

e  Prefixes

e Phrasal verbs

e Expressions

time and

vocabulary on
command of
S
connecting
work

e  Collocation

Vocabulary building
exercises incorporated into
textbooks units:

Ex: Unit 1 Personality
Exercise 1: Work with a
partner and make of list of
personality adjectives: e.g
Friendly, shy, happy, etc.
Exercise 2: Choose three
adjectives that describe your
personality

Exercise 3: Look at the
adjectives related to
personality, Which are
positive and which are

negative (e.g ambitious,

In the category of lexical
resource (vocabulary),
students improved from a
pre-test average of 4 to a
post-test average of 4.5.
Students at this level
demonstrate the following
vocabulary skills
e Uses an
increasing
number of verbs
and modifiers
e Vocabulary more
concrete and
personalized

e Visible effort to

moody, reliable, sociable, search for
etc.) appropriate
Exercise 4: Match the word vocabulary
to make compound adjectives
(e.g easy-going, open-minded
Grammatical Range Grammar development In the category of
e control of verb tenses | exercises incorporated into grammatical range,

(simple, progressive, past,

perfect)

. emerging use of
compound sentence
structure

e Present simple and
continuous

e Past sim

irregular
e Present
and past
e Present

ple, regular and

verbs
perfect simple
simple
perfect

textbooks units

Unit 1: Present simple and
present continuous

Unit 2: Present Perfect and
past simple
Unit 3: Present Perfect
simple and present perfect
continuous

Etc....

students improved from a
post-test score of 3.9 to a
post-test score of 4.4.
Students at this level
demonstrate the following
grammatical skills
e Rely heavily on
simple, present
and future tenses
e Significant levels
of inaccurate

grammar evident
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continuous
Past continuous

Past perfect

in responses
Errors can
sometimes
interfere with

communication
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