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The aim of this study is to investigate the essential feature
and the core time concept of the present perfect by making a
comparison with those of the simple past.

This study argues that the most crucial difference between
the present perfect and the simple past lies in the interpretation
of their time concepts. The present perfect refers to a time period
extending from the past to the present, thus indicating that an
event or situation which occurred in the past continues actually
or potentially up to the present moment. In contrast, the simple
past refers to a point or period in the past, thus implying that an

event or situation in the past does not exist any longer at the



utterance point.

Elicitation tests of Japanese university and high school
students, and investigation of teaching points at school have
shown that Japanese students tend to use the simple past instead
of the present perfect even when the latter form is appropriate.
VThis tendency stems from their L1 interference and the method of
instruction at junior and senior high schools. The Japanese
morpheme -ta acts as both a past tense marker and a perfective
aspect marker. When the Japanese translation for the English
verb form takes -ta, Japanese students are likely to use the
simple past. They also have a tendency to rely on certain types of
temporal adverbials in choosing the verb form.

Elicitation tests have also proved that preliminary
instruction in the use of the present perfect and the simple past
with respect to their differences in time concepts would be an
effective strategy to enable the students to use the appropriate
verb form.

This study stresses the importance of making students gain
a sound understanding of the time concept of the present perfect
in contrast with that of the simple past. Repeated instruction in
class would definitely lead to improvements in the students'

ability to select the appropriate verb form.
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