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Feature 1: 2017 Vision on Education of Soka University

Toward Stage 3 of the Grand Design
— Pedagogy for Creative Humanity Based on the Founding Principles —

Profile
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Soka University President

Yoshihisa Baba

Born in Toyama Prefecture in 1953. Graduated
from the Faculty of Economics, Soka University.
Completed his Ph.D. in Economics at the
University of California, San Diego as a specialist
in econometrics. Served as lecturer, associate
professor and subsequently professor at the
Faculty of Economics, Soka University. Appointed
Head of Educational Affairs in 1996, Vice
President in 2005, and President in 2013. Literary
works include Economy Outlook of Japan - A
Dynamic Empirical Analysis of the Bubble Years
and Subsequent Recession edited by Yuzo Honda
(Yuhikaku, Chapter 5, 1995).
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Within the history of Soka University, last
year was one in which our students
accomplished particularly outstanding feats in
many areas. In the international area, as
representatives of Japan our students
participated in numerous conferences and
youth exchange programs, an example being
G(irls)20 Summit 2016, an international girls'
conference where one representative from each
G20 countries were selected to attend.
Furthermore, a Soka University student was
selected for the Grand Award given to the best
presenter at the Japan-Africa Student
Innovators Expo, a part of the Sixth Tokyo
International Conference on African
Development (TICAD VI) the Japanese
government organized in the Republic of
Kenya. These are some of the numerous great
accomplishments Soka University students
achieved throughout the world.

In addition, students participated in a contest
organized by the Consortium of Universities in
Hachioji and Network Tama taking first prize
for developing a bread made from rice flour
extracted from locally grown Hachioji rice. This
is an example of how our student body is
contributing to local communities. Soka
University students also put their daily studies
on full display by joining various contests,
competitions and conferences held in Japan.

Meanwhile in sports, two of our students from
the Baseball Team have become professional
baseball players as the first and second pick in
the 2016 Japanese pro baseball draft. Soka
University also sent its team to the Hakone
Ekiden after competing two years prior, where
the student athletes posted a much better
record than last time and were able to pass on
the team sash over the finish line and through
the ribbon.

Elsewhere, Soka University students passed
demanding national exams as well as
recruitment exams to get jobs at highly
desirable companies, and more. In fact, we don't
have the space to list all the ways they
displayed the potential cultivated at our
university. We would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude to what you, the students
have done, and to the faculty and everyone else
who support them.

And this year the Soka University Grand
Vision, formulated in 2010 ahead of our
institution's 50th anniversary, finally enters its

third and final stage this school year. This
Grand Design is a roadmap toward constructing
a system for the education of Creative Global
Citizens, and over the next four years we aim to
complete that system. This academic year will
see the first interim assessment of the Top
Global University Project started in 2014, so we
would like to move each and every one of our
plans forward in a steady manner.

Last school year we revised the Three
Guidelines for each faculty that set the policy in
three areas: Diplomas, Curriculum and
Admissions. The guidelines state the purpose
and the nature of the education provided by
each faculty. With regard to Diploma Policy in
particular, it states that students should acquire
the following in their education of Creative
Global Citizens:

Knowledge Base: Extensive knowledge and
advanced expertise

Practical Competencies: The ability to adapt
knowledge to and communicate with society
International Qualities: The ability to accept
diversity and cooperate with others

Creativity: The ability to synthesize and engage
in creative thinking

So that each and every student can acquire
these assets, in the future we would like to
build and operate an Internal Quality Assurance
system to continuously improve the university's
education. Our plan for the first step in doing
so is to initiate discussions on the nature of
schoolwide guidelines and organizations
concerned with Internal Quality Assurance.

This academic year we will digitize the
Founder's Words, a compilation of the many
speeches and other messages he gave to
students since announcing plans to establish
Soka University. The archive will provide
students with an even greater opportunity to
explore the numerous speeches that formed the
framework for the talent our university
cultivates. When this year's freshmen graduate
in 2021, it will be Soka University's 50th
anniversary. We hope that the faculty and
students will come together to study the
Founder's Words and embark on a new journey
toward the golden anniversary. This is our
request to each one of you, who bears a
responsibility for the future of Soka University
to do all we can, to tackle the tasks we shall
face in this academic year. It is also our
educational vision for the year.
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Soka women'’s College President

Keiko Ishikawa

Born in Shizuoka Prefecture. Graduated from the
Faculty of Letters, Tokyo University of Education.
Completed her master's degree in Tokyo University
of Education. Specialized in Japanese-language
education. Appointed Dean, the Institute of the
Japanese Language; Vice President; and Soka
Women’s College President in 2012. Literary
works includes Japanese Language 2nd Step.
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Feature 2: Takiyama International Dormitory and

Manyo International Dormitory Completed!
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Feature 3: The first graduating class of the Nursing Department will go to Medical sites!

About four years of the Nursing Department,

faculey staff and graduate representatives discussed.
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Career Choices for 2016 Graduates

These Soka graduates just took their first steps into the world.

Hear their goals and important words from them.
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"Practice in identifying problems and thinking deeply about them is the way to become a learned global citizen."
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New staff appointments and faculty starting April 2017
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Physician from Hachioji
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Celebrating the 43rd Soka University and 31lst Soka Women’s College Graduation Ceremonies
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Completion Ceremonies for 128 Exchange
Students in 17 Countries & Territories
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Professor Toshio Hayashi's Book Republished
with Additional Contents
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Track and Field Team Members Instruct at
Running Class
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of Nobel Peace Laureates
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Acquired first place in the pass rate of
private universities for three consecutive
years in social worker national exam
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Recipients of the 17th SOKA University Da Vinei Award
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