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2014 Vision on Education

Nurturing global citizens in the midst of diversity
a new development in fostering human resources for a global society

he mission of higher education
T involves nurturing individuals who

can respond to the demands of
society and creating a new, ideal
social paradigm. Soka University's “Grand
Design” was formulated in anticipation of the
university’'s 50th anniversary in 2020, and in an
effort to fulfill that educational mission, one of its
goals is to help Soka University become a
university that nurtures creative individuals. This
academic year is the second year of Stage 2 of
the Grand Design, and it marks an important
milestone. The university will undergo review for
its second accreditation this year, and we also
plan to begin new curricula in several of our
faculties. To achieve our goals this year, we
hope to primarily focus on the following three
areas:

‘Wholeheartedly devote our energies to
inaugurating new faculties and new
curricula

Introduce and popularize “active learning”
to bridge the gap between the classroom
and the real world

*Rethink our admissions process and
consider an original Soka University
strategy for reaching out to students

This year, we inaugurated the Faculty of
International Liberal Arts that includes an
innovative educational program specifically
created for the faculty which mandates students
to study abroad at one of our partner universities
for an year starting the summer of their freshman
year. Two years ago, the Faculty of Letters
introduced a new curriculum, and soon, other
faculties will also introduce new curricula based
on their respective human resource development
visions. These faculties include the Faculty of
Economics, the Faculty of Business
Administration, the Faculty of Law, the Faculty of
Education, and the Faculty of Distance Learning.
The Faculty of Engineering will undergo
reorganization and its educational content will be
revised. The curricula for subjects common to all
the faculties have also been significantly
restructured. Through these reorganization
efforts, we will devote ourselves to implementing

our philosophy of educational reform gather the
results, and analyze them to create a culture of
self-evaluation.

At the Soka Performance Acceleration Center
(SPACe) located in the Global Square, students
have been actively participating in independent
learning. Of course, in order to inspire more
students to take up independent learning, we
urgently need to augment and improve the
quality of our teaching staff. Unless teachers and
students share a common understanding of the
learning goals, independent learning cannot take
place. In this context, we will work to effectively
incorporate active learning into each educational
program with a view to bridging the gap between
real world experience and university education.

As a university functioning in a global society, it
has become increasingly important for us to
reach out to a wide range of students. about
300 foreign students from 40 countries and
regions around the world, Including exchange
students, are currently studying at the Soka
University campus. It is essential for us to attract
a diverse range of students both from Japan and
abroad if we are to realize our vision of nurturing
global citizens in a culture of diversity. This year,
we hope to begin discussions on a new
university admissions strategy to further reach
out to such students.

The Grand Design is a blueprint of reforms
formulated with the university's 50th anniversary
in mind, but the environment and conditions in
which the university is placed may change more
dramatically than we can predict. Therefore, we
would like to take Stage 2 of the Grand Design
as a chance to take stock of such changes, to
increase the university's flexibility in responding
to them, and to lay the structural foundations we
need to keep up with the times. In our
increasingly global society, we must aim to
nurture individuals capable of making their own
decisions and acting on their own initiative while
respecting the diversity of our planet. We hope
to work as a team with the teaching staff,
administrative staff, and students acting together
to make the university's vision a reality.
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The Faculty of International Liberal Arts Starts!
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D. Malcolm Daugherty John Glenn Valerie Hansford Minoru Koide
Teaching English as a Second or  International Relations Teaching English to Speakers of — ElFRBafRaR
Foreign Language (TESOL) Other Languages (TESOL)
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Hartmut Lenz Lary MacDonald Ichiro Maekawa Harunori Miyagi
Political Science, International and Comparative A F U AFEL, EREGRE Second Language Teaching

International Relations Education; Teaching English as a
Second Language
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Cultural Competency, Ichiro Takahashi Yungchih George Wang Ryusaku Yamada Johanna Zulueta
Early Childhood Education SUDREEE. I LEHR Finance, Economics BUAIER. BUABeE Sociology, Global Studies
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Let’s work together towards international cooperation.
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Build a solid foundation as global citizens centering yourself
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Yoshinobu Tatewaki
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with interdisciplinary and internationality.
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The Faculty of International Liberal Arts is going to lead Japanese Universities.
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Foster flexibility and perseverance toward diversity!
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Feature: Career Paths for Graduates
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Momoko Araki (GRESFHE)

P

ERFEER

KETRT X~ ML B
HRRE. BEBF CHEAN
TT<RE i A > Z2—IC
MAELE R HRDE
FOKEM LICEIRTE2 LD
Pk Uil =9

“My dream is to help raise the

standard of healthcare around
the world.”
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“T hope to reach out to the world

through working for Japan's top
household appliance manufacturer.”
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“My goal is to help solve the

world's problems using information
technology.”
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“T want to help children, women

and elderly people around the
world live the way they are.”
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“My dream is to work at a

company that plays a role on
the global stage.”
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“As a woman, I will do my
best to become a respected
leader in the workplace.”
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“T will take on the challenge of

resolving societal issues at GE,
one of the world's top companies.”
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Riko Maeno (TEELS)
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“T hope to create new business

opportunities at the world's top
trading company.”
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“I will create a learning
environment where children
can learn at ease.”
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“T'll contribute to work a better
Tokyo where the residents can
live in peace.”

BELE®

Atsushi Sugiue (FJII&E5)
B

IRRFEER

ERFBRIHEE P ATEEHM
OFHTFI—I@LN [
LARWmE] TRABERBZ
IR N EENBEOF)IIDE
DHICRL LTWEET,

“I'm proud of myself for
working at a place where I can
contribute to Kagawa, where I
was born and grew up.”
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“As a policeman, I'll do my very
best to live up to the expectations
of the prefecture’s residents.”
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“T will try my best to become

a lawyer with conviction and
competence.”
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“As a Soka University graduate,
I would like to get actual results
in the real world.”
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“As a teacher, I will cherish

children and help them expand
their potential.”
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“T'll keep improving my ability

to help students find that
learning is fun.”
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Career Paths for GCP students

of the inaugural class
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In these four years I learned how to
think and how to solve I'll use this
ability to contribute to the society.
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The experiences in the Philippines
totally changed my value. I enter
government service and will devote
myself to help the needy hereafter.
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“T'd like to use my experiences in
international conferences and
summits to work on the global stage.”
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I was dereaming to become a
researcher in the life sciences and
now I'm sure to be on the way. I'll

continue study and hope contribute
in the field.
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Faculty Appointments and Faculty Member Profiles
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Delivery of the commemorative speech
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Soka University, Soka Women’s College Combined Commencement Ceremony
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Soka Students volunteer in Vietnam
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Solar power system installed
in the Global Square
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Soka students win at
the Language Education Expo
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Completion ceremony for the
Japanese language training program
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Soka students participate in the
International Development Youth Forum
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1st sage Japan held at
Soka University
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wins METI prize
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Soka team wins second place in
long-distance relay race
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Completion ceremony held for
exchange students
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Spring Overseas
Training Programs start
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Rakugo Research Society wins
Daigaku Geikai grand prize
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Winners of the 6th SOKA Women's College Marie Curie Award
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