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A Brief Description of the World Language Center Courses

at Soka University

World Language Center (WLC) courses at

Soka University are unique primarily
because they are conducted exclusively in
English by native-speaking English teachers.
The teachers in the WLC hail from several
countries where English is the official
language of communication. The United
States, Australia, England, and India are all
represented among the teaching staff. Not
only is English taught in our classrooms, but
the cultures of these countries are examined
as well. Students derive the benefit of
exposure to the lifestyles and values typical

of their teachers’ home countries as well as

instruction in the English language. Idioms,

Michael Riley

colloquialisms, nuances and cultural
references contained in the English language
are addressed in WLC courses taught by
native-speaking faculty.

The focus of all WLC classes is on
communicative language use and instruction.
Students work in pairs and groups to practice
newly-acquired language and skills under the
direction of the instructor. The instructor not
only introduces new language items
(structure, vocabulary, usage, pronunciation,
appropriateness) but serves as a facilitator in
the classroom as students put these items
into practice. All four language skills are

addressed in WLC courses, that is, reading,



BE BEFERCOVTEZS

writing, speaking, and listening. Since WLC
teachers do not speak Japanese in class,
students must rely on their own English
language resources to communicate with
both other students and the teacher while in
class. While this may at times be stressful for
some students, the overall success of
English-only communicative courses has
been a direct result of this approach. In
bi-annual  evaluations,  students have
continually attributed the English-only
approach to their language development.

In addition to skills-based classes offered to
students at lower levels, the WLC offers
courses that focus on content such as global
issues, topics which are of much concern and
interest, particularly to Soka students. Not
only are students acquiring new language
items and patterns, but they’re putting into
practice the ability to discuss current events
and issues that every university student
needs to develop. Students are learning about
topics such as environmental issues,
intercultural relations, gender issues, human
rights, the current political situation both in
Japan and abroad, and global literary trends.
WLC instructors give students the skills
necessary to discuss, debate, summarize, and

present issues such as these in English.

When students returning from studies abroad
have been polled about what the biggest
challenges were while in foreign classrooms,
the typical response has been that they’re not
sufficiently equipped with the skills required
to participate in group or class discussions.
The WLC has, as one of its primary goals,
the task to instill in students the skills
necessary to successfully participate in a
discussion, in English, regarding issues
pertinent to all individuals.

One of the biggest challenges the WLC
instructors have is assisting students in
developing their critical thinking skills. For
many students enrolled in WLC courses, it
may be their first exposure to a foreign
teacher as well as to a different set of
expectations from that teacher, including the
sole usage of English in the classroom.
Students are encouraged to assume
responsibility for their own learning, develop
opinions and express them without fear of
being judged, and analyze and critique a
situation so that they might be on par with
their fellow students around the globe. Many
Soka students enroll in WLC courses with
the intention of one day studying abroad in
English-medium universities. The WLC is

responsible for assisting students in attaining
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that goal. By challenging students in

addition to generating and facilitating
intelligent discussions in the classroom and
by fostering critical thinking skills, the
instructor is enabling students to develop the
“process” by which they may successfully
compete with their peers in an international

setting. This process is one that begins in the

lower levels of all WLC courses and
continues until the completion of more
advanced courses. This educational process
is one which the WLC hopes will continue to
contribute to students’ professional lives

beyond the classroom.
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