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What is a Course Portfolio?

The first time | had an opportunity to
compile my own Course Portfolio, I asked myself
the same question. At the time, | thought it was just
an opportunity to showcase my teaching philosophy
and skills, and an effective way to focus my lectures
into more efficient classes. It was an opportunity to
do those things, but also more. In addition to
showcasing and developing concise lesson plans,

more importantly | learned that the Course Portfolio

AT FIR
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v’ 7 % — (Victor S. Kuwahara)

was an awesome opportunity to refine my teaching
responsibilities, reflect on baseline objectives, review
systematic  methodological issues, and an
opportunity to evaluate new directions.

Before compiling my Teaching Portfolio
for Introduction to Environmental Science, | had a
general idea of the objectives, class schedule, content
and evaluation measures. In the process of compiling

the portfolio | soon appreciated that my teaching



responsibilities were more compelling and dynamic;
| realized that it wasn’t enough to just teach. The
exercise of editing a portfolio allowed me to evaluate
and interpret “‘why’ | am teaching the content and
‘how’ to teach the content in an effective way for
students to learn.

For example, initially my portfolio was
just a compilation of a syllabus, student
demographics, sample lectures, sample homework,
sample tests and sample class projects and
assignments — simple. But, when I began to bind all
of this information together, | realized that | needed
to prepare explicit statements for each item and
explain how everything interrelated to the general
objectives of the class. Further, for a reader to truly
understand my portfolio | needed to include rationale

for teaching, methodological explanations, measures

of comprehension, feedback from the students and a
summary or self-evaluation. Obviously, all of this
took me well beyond a simple show-and-tell.

In short, the experience of compiling a
portfolio was very refreshing and educational. I use it
often to share my class content, teaching methods
and philosophy to others; it is very useful and
practical indeed. The best way to get started is to go
to CETL where you will find reliable guidance
material, opportunities to participate in forums and
sample portfolios. Although it does take a subtle
amount of effort to compile your own Course
Portfolio, 1 highly recommend that every teacher
attempt to compile their own as the end product will
definitely enlighten even the most seasoned

professors.
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