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次の英文を和訳しなさい。 

（＊下線部の語については注を参照して良い） 

 

One reason the question of the morality of infanticide is worth examining is that it seems 

very difficult to formulate a completely satisfactory liberal position on abortion without 

coming to grips with the infanticide issue. The problem the liberal encounters is essentially 

that of specifying a cutoff point which is not arbitrary: at what stage in the development of a 

human being does it cease to be morally permissible to destroy it? It is important to be clear 

about the difficulty here. The conservative's objection is not that since there is a continuous 

line of development from a zygote to a newborn baby, one must conclude that if it is seriously 

wrong to destroy a newborn baby it is also seriously wrong to destroy a zygote or any 

intermediate stage in the development of a human being. His point is rather that if one says 

it is wrong to destroy a newborn baby but not a zygote or some intermediate stage in the 

development of a human being, one should be prepared to point to a morally relevant 

difference between a newborn baby and the earlier stage in the development of a human 

being.  

Precisely the same difficulty can, of course, be raised for a person who holds that infanticide 

is morally permissible. The conservative will ask what morally relevant differences there are 

between an adult human being and a newborn baby. What makes it morally permissible to 

destroy a baby, but wrong to kill an adult? So the challenge remains …  

Reflecting on the morality of infanticide forces one to face up to this challenge. In the case 

of abortion a number of events―quickening or viability, for instance―might be taken as 

cutoff points, and it is easy to overlook the fact that none of these events involves any morally 

significant change in the developing human. In contrast, if one is going to defend infanticide, 

one has to get very clear about what makes something a person, what gives something a right 

to life. 

 

注： 

infanticide: 嬰児殺し 

come to grips with: 〔困難な問題に〕向き合う、取り組む 

zygote: 受精卵 

quickening: 胎動初感 

viability: 生存可能性 

 

 

出典：Michael Tooly,1972, “Abortion and Infanticide,” Philosophy and Public Affairs, Vol.2, 

No. 1, pp. 37-65.  
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